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Relocation to a Live/Work Facility:  Current Studio/Work Space 
 
 
When asked about their current studio or work space, 61% of the interested artists indicated 
that they currently do not have space they use specifically for their arts activities (Table 18).   
 

Table 18:  Current Studio/Work Space 
“yes” responses  

Have space used only for art?          #       % 

Yes 48 38.7 

No 76 61.3 

Total 124 100.0 

 
 
 
 
The artists were asked about their current studio or work space arrangement (Table 19).  
Many of the interested artists (46%) use space within their home, while one-quarter do not 
have the space they need for their art.  9% rent or own studio or work space outside their 
homes, and 14% have work space that is provided free of charge. 
 

Table 19:  Current Studio or Work Space Arrangement 
“yes” responses  

Work Space Arrangements           #       % 

I have space within my home I use for my art 57 46.0 

I don't have the space I need for my art 31 25.0 

My work space is provided free of charge (e.g., member of dance 

troupe, university student, etc.) 
17 13.7 

I rent or own studio space outside my home 11 8.9 

My work does not require designated space 8 6.5 

Total 124 *100.1 
           * Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
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Relocation to a Live/Work Facility:  Current Living Arrangements 
 
 
The artists were asked to respond to questions regarding their current living arrangements.  
 
 
Over one-third of the interested artists do not live with other adults (Table 20).  72% do not 
have children residing with them in their home.   
 

Table 20:  Current Household Composition 

“yes” responses  
Number of Adults          #        % 

One - I am the only adult 46 37.1 

Two 55 44.4 

Three or more 23 18.5 

Number of Children (under 18)   

None 89 71.8 

One 27 21.8 

Two 4 3.2 

Three or more 4 3.2 

Total 124 100.0 
 
 

 
 
56% of the interested artists rent their current living space, while 27% own their residence 
(Table 21). 18% do not rent or own the space in which they live (may live with others, reside 
at a college or university, etc.) 
 

Table 21:  Current Home Rental vs. Ownership 

“yes” responses  
         #     % 

Rent 69 55.6 

Own 33 26.6 

Do not rent or own 22 17.7 

Total 124 *99.9 
             * Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
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The amounts currently paid for housing vary widely.  Half of the interested artists pay up to 
$600 per month, while 29% pay between $600 and $1,000 per month (Table 22).  8% 
currently do not pay any amount for their housing.   
 
 

Table 22: Current Housing Costs 

“yes” responses  
Monthly Housing Costs (excluding utilities)        #         % 

$0 10 8.1 

$1 - $400 36 29.0 

$401 - $600 26 21.0 

$601 - $800 22 17.7 

$801 - $1,000 14 11.3 

$1,001 - $1,200 7 5.6 

$1,201 - $1,500 3 2.4 

$1,501 - $2,000 5 4.0 

Over $2,000 1 0.8 

Total 124 *99.9 
            * Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
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Fig u re  4:  Wo u ld  y o u  re n t s tu d io  o r w o rk s p ac e  

in  a n e w  arts  fac ility  in  B illin g s ?
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Studio/Work Space Rental 
 
 
In addition to assessing the artists’ interest in potential live/work space in a new multi-use arts community, 
the survey also asked the artists about their interest in renting studio or work space.  The data in this section 
pertains to those artists who expressed an interest in renting studio space in a new arts facility. 
 
 
182 artists (56%) indicated an interest in renting studio or work space in a new arts facility in 
Billings (Figure 4).  Of the artists interested in studio rental, 78 were interested only in 
renting studio space, while 104 were interested in both  studio rental and potential live/work 
space.  (As noted previously, for the 104 artists interested in both relocation and rental, it 
may be reasonable to assume they would choose e i ther  studio rental or  live/work space, but 
not both.) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following tables provide information for all artists who indicated an interest in renting 
studio space in the new facility (182) as well as for those artists interested on ly  in studio 
rental (78). The data for those artists interested only in studio rental are highlighted in these 
tables. 
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72% of the artists interested in renting studio space currently reside in Billings (Table 23).    
 

Table 23: Residence 

       Studio Only 
  All Interested in      
    Studio  Space 

        “yes” responses     “yes” responses 

                                                                  
 
 

Residence in Billings            #          %           #          % 

Currently live in Billings 62 79.5 131 72.0 

Yes, but not currently 8 10.3 26 14.3 

No 8 10.3 25 13.7 

Total 78 *100.1 182 100.0 

* Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
 
 
The most common arts activities of those interested in renting studio space are painting/ 
drawing, photography, theater arts/acting, and music (Table 24). 
 

Table 24:  Arts Activities 

   Studio Only 
All Interested in 

Studio Space 

  “yes” responses “yes” responses 

Art Activity* # % # % 

Painting/Drawing 34 43.6 69 37.9 

Photography 12 15.4 32 17.6 

Theater arts/Acting 10 12.8 31 17.0 

Music (Vocal/Instrumental/Composition) 10 12.8 30 16.5 

Writing/Literary arts 6 7.7 24 13.2 

Arts education/Instruction 7 9.0 23 12.6 

Sculpture 10 12.8 23 12.6 

Ceramics 8 10.3 22 12.1 

Mixed media 10 12.8 21 11.5 

Graphic arts 7 9.0 17 9.3 

Art gallery 9 11.5 15 8.2 

Crafts/Fine crafts 5 6.4 12 6.6 

Jewelry making 6 7.7 12 6.6 

Performance art 4 5.1 12 6.6 

Design 3 3.8 11 6.0 

Video/Film 3 3.8 11 6.0 

Dance/Choreography 6 7.7 10 5.5 

Woodworking/Metalworking 7 9.0 10 5.5 

 * Respondents may have selected multiple activities; table includes options selected by 10 or more artists interested in studio rental. 
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Studio/Work Space Rental:  Current Space Arrangements 
 
 
 

53% of all artists interested in renting studio space currently do not have space they use 
specifically for their art (Table 25).  In contrast, 40% of those interested only in renting studio 
space do not currently have space they use specifically for their art. 
 

Table 25:  Current Studio/Workspace 

         Studio Only 
     All Interested in 

      Studio Space 

        “yes” responses       “yes” responses 

 
 
 
Have space used only for art?            #        %           #       % 

Yes 47 60.3 86 47.3 

No 31 39.7 96 52.7 

Total 78 100.0 182 100.0 

 
 
 
 
 
Nearly half of the artists interested in renting studio space use space in their home for their 
art (Table 26) while 21% report they do not have the space they need for their art. 14% of 
these artists rent or own studio space outside their home and 14% have space that is 
provided free of charge.  
 

Table 26:  Current Studio/Workspace Arrangement 

           Studio Only 
        All Interested in 

        Studio Space 
         “yes” responses          “yes” responses 

Work Space Arrangements #                     %             #          % 

I have space within my home I use for my art 41 52.6 88 48.4 

I don't have the space I need for my art 11 14.1 39 21.4 

I rent or own studio space outside my home 15 19.2 25 13.7 

My work space is provided free of charge (e.g., 

member of dance troupe, university student, etc.) 
10 12.8 25 13.7 

My work does not require designated space 1 1.3 5 2.7 

Total 78 100.0 182 *99.9 

* Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
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Studio/Work Space Rental:  Needs and Preferences  
 
 
 
The amount of space required by the artists interested in studio rental varies considerably.  
49% need 350 square feet or less, 26% require between 351 and 650 square feet, and 10% 
need more than 1,000 square feet (Table 27). 
 
 

Table 27:  Space Requirements for Studio/Work Space 

         Studio Only 
        All Interested in 

         Studio Space 

         “yes” responses         “yes” responses 

 
 
 
Minimum Square Footage            #           %             #            % 

None (no studio space required) 0 0.0 1 0.5 

Under 200 16 20.5 28 15.4 

200 - 350 27 34.6 61 33.5 

351 - 500 13 16.7 34 18.7 

501 - 650 3 3.8 13 7.1 

651 - 800 3 3.8 14 7.7 

801 - 1,000 7 9.0 13 7.1 

1,001 - 1,500 3 3.8 10 5.5 

1,501 – 2,000 3 3.8 4 2.2 

More than 2,000 3 3.8 4 2.2 

Total 78 *99.8 182 *99.9 

  * Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
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The artists were asked to identify the three features most desirable to them in a new studio 
or work space.  Among the most popular were natural light, high ceilings, soundproofing, 
special ventilation, additional storage, and high-speed data lines (Table 28). 
 

Table 28:  Preferred Workspace Features 

 Studio Only 
All Interested in 
   Studio Space 

 “yes” responses  “yes” responses 

Important Features* # % # % 

Natural light 50 64.1 122 67.0 

High ceilings 20 25.6 63 34.6 

Soundproofing 16 20.5 50 27.5 

Special ventilation 16 20.5 48 26.4 

Additional storage 21 26.9 46 25.3 

High-speed data lines 17 21.8 45 24.7 

Special electrical wiring 13 16.7 27 14.8 

Oversized doors/Freight elevator 9 11.5 17 9.3 

High-load bearing floors 2 2.6 10 5.5 

Floor drains 3 3.8 10 5.5 

Special plumbing 6 7.7 9 4.9 

Sprung floors 5 6.4 8 4.4 

Wheelchair accessibility 5 6.4 7 3.8 

Other, please specify 17 21.8 28 15.4 

None 2 2.6 3 1.6 

  * Respondents may have selected multiple features 
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The artists were also asked to identify the three amenities or types of space they would be 
most interested in sharing at a multi-use arts facility (Table 29).  43% were interested in 
gallery space. General purpose studio space was of interest to 27% and theater/performance 
space was of interest to 22% of the artists interested in renting studio space. 
 

Table 29:  Preferred Shared Amenities 

 Studio Only 
All Interested in  

Studio Space 

“yes” responses “yes” responses 

 
 
 
Important Amenities* # % # % 

Gallery space 34 43.6 79 43.4 

General purpose studio space 24 30.8 49 26.9 

Theater/Performance space 14 17.9 40 22.0 

Ceramics studio/Kiln 12 15.4 31 17.0 

Paint room 10 12.8 30 16.5 

Traditional or digital dark room 9 11.5 28 15.4 

Retail space 10 12.8 28 15.4 

Metal/Wood shop 15 19.2 27 14.8 

Classrooms 13 16.7 26 14.3 

Rehearsal space 10 12.8 26 14.3 

Recording studio/Sound proof practice rooms 7 9.0 25 13.7 

Printmaking facilities 7 9.0 22 12.1 

Color copier/Office equipment 9 11.5 18 9.9 

Video/Film screening room 3 3.8 14 7.7 

Outdoor work area 4 5.1 13 7.1 

Kitchen (prep and/or demonstration) 6 7.7 13 7.1 

Sprung dance floor 7 9.0 12 6.6 

Foundry area 5 6.4 11 6.0 

Conference room 4 5.1 10 5.5 

*Respondents may have selected multiple amenities; table includes options selected by 10 or more artists interested in studio rental. 
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Approximately two-thirds of the artists interested in renting studio or work space could 
afford $250 or less per month for this space, while 24% could pay between $350 and $500 
each month (Table 30).    
 

Table 30:  Affordable Studio Costs 

        Studio Only 
        All Interested in      
          Studio Space 

         “yes” responses          “yes” responses 
Maximum Monthly Amount for 
Studio/Work Space (excluding utilities; 
in addition to live/work space costs) # % # % 

None 1 1.3 2 1.1 

Under $150 35 44.9 78 42.9 

$250  22 28.2 45 24.7 

$350  10 12.8 25 13.7 

$450  2 2.6 6 3.3 

$500  3 3.8 13 7.1 

$600 - $700 3 3.8 8 4.4 

$800 - $1,000 0 0.0 2 1.1 

More than $1,000 2 2.6 3 1.6 

Total 78 100.0 182 *99.9 

* Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
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Interest in Additional Contact or Participation 

 
 
At the end of the survey, respondents were asked if they were interested in being contacted 
or wanted to be involved in the study and proposed project in Billings.  The survey 
respondents could sign up for additional contact regardless of their interest in relocation to 
or rental of space in a new arts facility.  
 
Of the survey respondents (321): 
 

• 231 (72%) indicated they would be interested in receiving further information about 
this project. 

 
• 92 (29%) indicated they would be interested in being added to a waiting list for the 

project. 
 

• 116 (36%) indicated they would be interested in volunteering for the project. 
 

• 57 (18%) indicated they would be interested in securing a space in the project with a 
letter of interest and/or deposit. 
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Summary of Survey Results – Arts Organizations and Interested 
Businesses 

 
Representatives of arts organizations and creative businesses were asked to complete the Survey of Arts 
Organizations and Interested Businesses. The data in this section pertains to those organizations that 
expressed an interest in utilizing some type of space in a new multi-use arts community. 
 
 
Surveys were completed by representatives of 58 arts organizations and interested 
businesses.  
 
Respondents from 35 of these organizations or businesses indi cat ed an in t eres t  in 
u t i l izing some type  o f  space  in a new arts facility.  Of these 35 interested organizations and 
businesses: 
 

! Twenty-seven indicated that their organization or business would be interested in 
relocating to, expanding into or launching a new enterprise in a new, multi-use arts 
facility in Billings, MT. 

 
! Twenty-eight indicated their organization or business would be interested in renting 

space on a short-term or occasional basis in a new, multi-use arts facility in Billings.  
Rental space could include performance, production, exhibit, or other types of space. 
(Note:  Only arts or arts-related organizations and businesses were asked about their interest in 
rental). 

 
! Twenty indicated that their organization would be interested in both relocation and 

short-term rental. These organizations may be interested in one option or the other, 
or in a combination of permanent space and short-term rental. 

 
 
The respondents were asked to identify their position in their organization or business. 20 of 
the interested respondents identified themselves as Owner, 5 as Board Chair/Board 
Member, 4 as Artistic/Creative Director, and 2 as an Executive/CEO.  
 
 
A wide range of organizations and businesses expressed interest in the new facility: 
 

! Approximately half (18) of the interested organizations are for-profit businesses.  8 
are 501(c)(3) or other nonprofit organizations, and 4 have not yet determined their 
business structure. 

 
! Approximately half (18) are primarily arts and cultural organizations, while 16 are 

arts-related organizations or businesses (e.g., gallery, music store, art supply, design firm, 

etc.).  1 is not an arts organization or arts-related business. 
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The arts and arts-related organizations interested in the new arts facility represent a wide 
variety of arts disciplines and services (Table 31). The most common include arts 
education/instruction, art gallery, painting/drawing, and photography. 

Table 31:  Arts Activities 

All Interested  
Art Activity* # % 

Arts education/instruction 12 35.3 

Art gallery 10 29.4 

Painting/Drawing 9 26.5 

Photography 8 23.5 

Arts advocacy/Artists services & support/Technical assistance 7 20.6 

Dance/Choreography 7 20.6 

Performance art 7 20.6 

Theater arts/Acting 7 20.6 

Ceramics 6 17.6 

Design 5 14.7 

Graphic arts 5 14.7 

Mixed media 5 14.7 

Music (Vocal/Instrumental/Composition) 5 14.7 

Writing/Literary arts 5 14.7 

Architecture 4 11.8 

Fiber arts 4 11.8 

Sculpture 4 11.8 

Arts retail (arts supply, costume sale/rental, music store, etc.) 3 8.8 

Computer graphics/Multimedia/New media 3 8.8 

Glass 3 8.8 

Storytelling 3 8.8 

*Respondents may have selected multiple activities; table includes options selected by 3 or more interested organizations/businesses 
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Of the 35 organizations or businesses interested in utilizing some type of space in a new arts 
facility: 
 

! Nearly half (16) have annual budgets that are yet to be determined.  7 have 
annual budgets of $10,000 or less, while 6 have operating budgets between 
$100,000 and $500,000 annually. 2 have annual budgets over $500,000. 

 
! Many (13) of the interested organizations have no full-time or part-time 

employees, and may be supported entirely by volunteers.   15 have one to five 
full-time employees.   

 
! Approximately half (18) attract one to twenty-five visitors, customers, or patrons 

on a daily basis, while ten have no daily visitors, customers, or patrons. Four 
have over 100 visitors, customers, or patrons daily.   

 
! Many of the organizations host public or private events.  17 host small events  

(1 – 50 people) one to three times per year.  Over one-third (13) host at least one 
large event annually attended by over 300 people. 

 
! 12 are established organizations or businesses that have been in existence for 

more than ten years, 6 have been in business for six to ten years, and 16 have 
been in existence for five years or less.  

 
! The majority are anticipating increases in their operating budget (25), audience/ 

constituency population (25), and/or range of services (23) over the next three 
years. 15 anticipate increases in space requirements and 14 in staff size during 
this time.  Most others anticipate no changes in these areas.  

 
! 8 of the interested organizations currently have plans to relocate, 8 have plans to 

expand or open additional space, and 6 have plans to launch a new enterprise.  
Most of the organizations plan to make these changes during the next year, or 
have the flexibility to respond when space becomes available. 
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Many types of space are required by the 35 interested organizations (The 20 organizations 
interested in both relocation and short-term rental may or may not  be interested in the same 
type of space whether they relocate to or rent space in a new facility). 
 
 
Of the 27 organizations or businesses interested in re locat ion  to a new arts facility, 
approximately half require gallery/display space (Table 32).  Other common types of space 
needed include administrative space, a conference/meeting room, and retail space. 
 
 

Table 32:  Types of Space Required for Relocation 
Relocation (27)  

Type of Space Required* # % 

Gallery/Display space 14 51.9 

Administrative space (offices, reception area, etc.) 12 44.4 

Conference/Meeting room 12 44.4 

Retail space 10 37.0 

Space for performances or productions (including large and/or 
intimate venues) 

8 29.6 

Classrooms 8 29.6 

Individual artist studio spaces 8 29.6 

Collection or archival storage space 8 29.6 

Rehearsal space 7 25.9 

Production/Equipment storage space (for costumes, music 
stands, props, etc.) 

7 25.9 

Scene/Prop/Costume shop 5 18.5 

Specialized work spaces for artists (e.g., recording studio, dark 
room, ceramics studio, etc.) 

4 14.8 

Ticketing/Box office 4 14.8 

Banquet facilities 3 11.1 

*Respondents may have selected multiple types of space 
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For organizations interested in ren ting space (28), the most common types of space needed 
for short-term or occasional rental include gallery/display space, rehearsal space, 
theater/performance space, classrooms, and retail space (Table 33).   

 
Table 33:  Types of Space Required for Short-term or Occasional Rental 

Rental (28)  
Type of Space Required* # % 

Gallery/Display space 11 39.3 

Rehearsal space 10 35.7 

Theatre/Performance space (including large and/or intimate 
venues) 

9 32.1 

Classrooms 9 32.1 

Retail space 9 32.1 

Conference/Meeting room 7 25.0 

Individual artist studio space 7 25.0 

Dance space 6 21.4 

Scene/Prop/Costume shop 6 21.4 

Production/Equipment storage space (for costumes, music 
stands, props, etc.) 

5 17.9 

Ceramics studio/Kiln 5 17.9 

Dark room/Photography production 4 14.3 

Recording studio/Music room 4 14.3 

Ticketing/Box office 4 14.3 

Collection or archival storage space 4 14.3 

Concert hall 4 14.3 

*Respondents may have selected multiple options; table includes options selected by 4 or more organizations/businesses interested in   
 rental 
       

 
 
 
At the end of the survey all respondents were asked if their organization or business would 
be interested in receiving additional information about the project.   46 of the organizations 
or businesses represented (79%) indicated they would be interested in receiving further 
information. 
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Appendix A:  Survey Methodology 
 
Artspace Projects Inc. and Swan Research and Consulting designed two surveys for use in 
this study, utilizing review and input from representatives of the Urban Design Committee, 
Billings City Council and Downtown Billings Partnership. The Survey of Artists’ Space 
Needs & Preferences (artist survey) was designed for individual artists, and addressed four 
areas of interest, including current living and working information; preferences for living and 
work space; demographic information; and the respondent’s personal interest in relocation 
to an artists’ live/work community, or rental of space in a new arts facility. The second 
survey, the Survey of Arts Organizations & Interested Businesses (organization survey), was 
intended for representatives of arts and cultural organizations and creative businesses. This 
survey included questions about the organization or business, existing plans for relocation 
and/or expansion, space preferences and needs, and interest in tenancy or rental of space in 
a new multi-use arts facility.  
 
In October 2008, approximately 3,800 postcards were mailed to artists and arts organizations 
inviting them to participate in the surveys and providing them with the link to access the 
surveys online. The Urban Design Committee, the Billings City Council, and the Downtown 
Billings Partnership identified the artists and organizations through their affiliation with 
various arts organizations and cultural activities in the city of Billings and the surrounding 
region. An additional 1,800 postcards were distributed to local and regional arts groups for 
mailing or hand distribution. Information regarding the survey was also disseminated directly 
by community partners and arts groups via other means (email, websites, etc.).  Reminder 
postcards were sent in a second mailing in November 2008. Information about the survey 
was also provided at a public meeting, and in local print and television coverage. 
 
The survey was available for approximately nine weeks via the Internet through a 
transformation to web-format by MarketTools utilizing the zTelligence Internet survey 
application. The survey was also available over the telephone for those without access to the 
Internet. Once the website was accessed, the respondent was given the option of completing 
the artist survey, the organization survey, or both surveys, and then directed step-by-step 
through survey completion.  Individual artists were assured that their responses to the artist 
survey would be maintained in confidence. Respondents to the organization survey were 
informed that their responses would only be reviewed by those directly involved in the 
project.   
 
321 individuals completed the artist survey. 64 representatives of arts organizations or 
businesses completed the organization survey. The response rates obtained in these surveys 
are consistent with response rates obtained in surveys that have comparable methodology, 
narrow content and long length.   
 
The organization survey was completed by more than one representative from four 
organizations, resulting in two or more completed surveys for these entities.  The 
”duplicate” surveys were reviewed and surveys were removed from the final data set so that 
summary statistics included in this report were based on a single survey from each 
organization or business (58 in total) 
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The survey samples, as obtained from mailing lists of various arts organizations, are samples 
of convenience. While believed to be grossly representative of the target population (all 
artists and arts organizations in and around the area), generalization of the findings to these 
broader populations should be conducted with utmost caution. Because of the non-random 
nature of the sample, the data reported include only descriptive statistics. Substantial 
differences in numbers and percentages are deemed meaningful, as are patterns in the data.  
As with any measurement tool, some error is inherent; small group differences or 
percentages should be interpreted carefully. 
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Appendix B: Current Residence – Artists Interested in 
Relocation 
 
 

Interested Artists Currently Residing in Yellowstone County 
 

 
 

Interested Artists Currently Residing in Other Montana Counties 

  
 

Interested Artists Currently Residing in Other States 
 

Zip Code(s) # % City County State 

59101 37 29.8 Billings Yellowstone MT 

59102 26 21.0 Billings Yellowstone MT 

59105 16 12.9 Billings Yellowstone MT 

59106 7 5.6 Billings Yellowstone MT 

59103 1 0.8 Billings Yellowstone MT 

59044 4 3.2 Laurel Yellowstone MT 

59015 1 0.8 Broadview Yellowstone MT 

Total 92 74.2    

Zip Code(s) # % City County State 

59401/59404/59405 6 4.8 Great Falls Cascade MT 

59414 1 0.8 Black Eagle Cascade MT 

59601/59602 4 3.2 Helena Lewis & Clark MT 

59901 2 1.6 Kalispell Flathead MT 

59718 2 1.6 Bozeman Gallatin MT 

59802/59804 2 1.6 Missoula Missoula MT 

59072/59073 2 1.6 Roundup Musselshell MT 

59003/59043 2 1.6 Ashland/Lame Deer Rosebud MT 

59034 1 0.8 Hardin Big Horn MT 

59711 1 0.8 Anaconda Deer Lodge MT 

59864 1 0.8 Ronan Lake MT 

59047 1 0.8 Livingston Park MT 

59875 1 0.8 Victor Ravalli MT 

59201 1 0.8 Wolf Point Roosevelt MT 

59701 1 0.8 Butte Silver Bow MT 

59223 1 0.8 Fort Peck Valley MT 

Total 29 23.4    

Zip Code(s) # % City County State 

33319 1 0.8 Ft. Lauderdale Broward FL 

15233 1 0.8 Pittsburgh Allegheny PA 

99224 1 0.8 Spokane Spokane WA 

Total 3 2.4    
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Artists Interested in Relocation:   
Distribution of Current Residence by Zip Code 
  
   

Size of circle indicates relative frequency of responses by zip code 
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Appendix C:  Survey Data – Additional Responses of Artists 
Interested in Relocation 

 

 
 
This appendix contains responses of artists interested in relocation that were not included in 
the main report because either the response rate was low, or the response was entered as free 
text.  These additional responses are provided in the following tables.  
 
 
Survey Question:  In what areas of the arts are you most involved? 

 
Free Text Responses:  Other Arts Activities in which Interested Artists are Involved 
 

Responses 
       Other Arts Activities 

# % 
Art gallery* 6 4.8 

Fiber arts* 6 4.8 

Arts advocacy* 5 4.0 

Computer/Multimedia/New media* 5 4.0 

Dance/Choreography* 5 4.0 

Folk and traditional art* 5 4.0 

Printmaking* 5 4.0 

Woodworking/Metalworking* 5 4.0 

Architecture* 4 3.2 

Arts administration* 4 3.2 

Foundry arts/Casting* 4 3.2 

Glass* 4 3.2 

Culinary arts* 3 2.4 

Storytelling* 2 1.6 

Art therapy 1 0.8 

Metals 1 0.8 

Archiving/Curation* 1 0.8 

  *Art activity was provided as an option in the survey 
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Survey Question:  Of the following, please choose the three that are most important for  
                               your studio or work space 
 
Free Text Responses:  Additional Features Identified by the Interested Artists as  
                                       Important for Studio Space 
 

Responses 
       Other Important Features 

# % 
Special plumbing* 4 3.2 

Sprung floors* 4 3.2 

Wheelchair accessibility* 3 2.4 

Fire proofing for glass blowing 1 0.8 

Ground Floor/cement - for Stone Carving 1 0.8 

High speed internet 1 0.8 

Instruments - 2 pianos 1 0.8 

Little to no ambient light 1 0.8 

Lots of friends around! 1 0.8 

Pets ok 1 0.8 

Resonant surfaces 1 0.8 

Restrooms 1 0.8 

Seating options 1 0.8 

Ventilation 1 0.8 

Warm 1 0.8 

None 5 4.0 
  *Feature was provided as an option in the survey 

 
 

 
Survey Question:  If the following shared amenities were available, which three would be  
                               most important to you? 
 
Free Text Responses:  Other Shared Amenities Identified as Important by the Interested  
                                      Artists 
 

      Responses 
       Other Important Shared Amenities 

# % 

Sprung dance floor* 6 4.8 

Glass hot shop* 4 3.2 

Computers with music software 1 0.8 

Postage metering/Mail room* 1 0.8 

Outdoor work space with a fire pit for the drum circle! 1 0.8 

Outdoor yard space for myself and a dog 1 0.8 

Writing room 1 0.8 

None* 6 4.8 
  *Amenity was provided as an option in the survey 
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Survey Question: Which of the following best describes you?  
 
Free Text Responses: Other, please specify 
  

Responses 
        

# % 

American 1 0.8 

Putty colored 1 0.8 
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Appendix D:  Survey Data – All Artist Respondents 
 
 

This appendix provides a summary of responses for all artist survey respondents (the entire 
survey sample).  The information is presented in the order of the survey and includes the 
survey questions followed by the total number of responses for each answer.  All 
respondents completed portions of the survey, which are included in this appendix.  
However, some survey questions were only presented to “interested” artists; the data for 
those questions have been summarized in the main report and are not included here. 
 
 
 
 
In what areas of the arts are you most involved? (Select up to three that most apply) 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Architecture 12 3.7 

Archiving/Curation 2 0.6 

Art gallery 30 9.3 

Arts administration 8 2.5 

Arts advocacy 11 3.4 

Arts education/Instruction 43 13.4 

Ceramics 35 10.9 

Computer/Multimedia/New media 15 4.7 

Crafts/Fine crafts 27 8.4 

Culinary arts 5 1.6 

Dance/Choreography 14 4.4 

Design 17 5.3 

Fiber arts 24 7.5 

Folk and traditional art 14 4.4 

Foundry arts/Casting 8 2.5 

Glass 9 2.8 

Graphic arts 32 10.0 

Jewelry making 21 6.5 

Mixed media 35 10.9 

Music (Vocal/Instrumental/Composition) 42 13.1 

Painting/Drawing 123 38.3 

Performance art 17 5.3 

Photography 56 17.4 

Printmaking 14 4.4 

Sculpture 46 14.3 

Storytelling 5 1.6 

Theater arts/Acting 38 11.8 

Video/Film 16 5.0 

Woodworking/Metalworking 21 6.5 

Writing/Literary arts 35 10.9 

Other, please specify* 15 4.7 
  *Detailed free-text responses for those who selected “Other” are shown in the following table. 

P lease  t e l l  us  about your art  and your curren t working s i tuat ion . 
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Other, free-text responses to the question “In what areas of the arts are you most involved? 
(Select up to three that most apply)” 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Armor construction 1 0.3 

Art therapy 1 0.3 

Bookbinding 1 0.3 

Calligraphy 2 0.6 

Creating Artist's Books 1 0.3 

Face & body art 1 0.3 

Frame shop 1 0.3 

Furniture  & Design 1 0.3 

Gourds 1 0.3 

Illustration 1 0.3 

Metals 1 0.3 

Native American Arts/Crafts/Games 1 0.3 

Opera 1 0.3 

Yoga 1 0.3 

 
 
 
Do you currently have work space you use only for your art (i.e., space for creation,  
rehearsal, etc.)? 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 185 57.6 

No 136 42.4 

Total 321 100.0 

 
 
 
Which best describes your current work situation? 
 

 Frequency Percent 

I rent or own studio space outside my home. 47 14.6 

I have space within my home I use for my art. 176 54.8 

I don't have the space I need for my art. 49 15.3 

My work space is provided free of charge (e.g., member of 
dance troupe, university student, etc.) 

34 10.6 

My work does not require designated space. 15 4.7 

Total 321 100.0 
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Do you currently own or rent your living space? 

 

 Frequency Percent 

Rent 102 31.8 

Own 179 55.8 

Do not rent or own 40 12.5 

Total 321 *100.1 

  *Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 

 
 
 
What do you currently pay monthly, on average, for your housing, NOT including utilities 
(e.g. your monthly rent or mortgage payment)?  
 

 Frequency Percent 

$0 54 16.8 

$1 - $400 66 20.6 

$401 - $600 50 15.6 

$601 - $800 49 15.3 

$801 - $1,000 45 14.0 

$1,001 - $1,200 21 6.5 

$1,201 - $1,500 15 4.7 

$1,501 - $2,000  16 5.0 

Over $2,000 5 1.6 

Total 321 *100.1 
  *Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 

 
 
 
Have you ever lived in Billings? 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Currently live in Billings 185 57.6 

Yes, but not currently 47 14.6 

No 89 27.7 

Total 321 *99.9 

  *Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 

Please  t e l l  us  about your current  l i ving si tuation 
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Would you relocate to an artists' live/work community in Billings, MT, specifically designed 
for artists and their families? 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 124 38.6 

No 197 61.4 

Total 321 100.0 

 
 
 
Would you rent studio or work space in a new arts facility in Billings? (for visual arts, 
performing arts, or other creative work space needs) 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Yes 182 56.7 

No 139 43.3 

Total 321 100.0 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
How old were you on your last birthday? 
 

 Frequency Percent 

20 years and younger 19 5.9 

21 – 30 years 67 20.9 

31 – 40 years 44 13.7 

41 – 50 years 60 18.7 

51 – 60 years 82 25.5 

61 – 70 years 36 11.2 

Over 70 years 13 4.0 

Total 321 *99.9 

  *Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 

 

 Please  te l l  us about  your in t eres t  in  our proposed pro j e c t .  
 

Please  t e l l  us  about yourse l f .  
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What is your gender? 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Male 122 38.0 

Female 199 62.0 

Total 321 100.0 

 
 
 
Including yourself, how many people share your current living space?  
 
           Total adults (18+ yrs.): 
 

 Frequency Percent 

One - I am the only adult 86 26.8 

Two 175 54.5 

Three or more 60 18.7 

Total 321 100.0 

  
 
 
          Total children (under 18) 
 

 Frequency Percent 

None 236 73.5 

One 51 15.9 

Two 18 5.6 

Three 12 3.7 

Four or more 4 1.2 

Total 321 *99.9 

  *Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 

 
 
 
What is the highest level of education you have completed? 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Some high school course work 5 1.6 

High School/GED 17 5.3 

Some college course work or 2-year degree 94 29.3 

Bachelor's degree 99 30.8 

Some post-graduate work 36 11.2 

Post-graduate degree 70 21.8 

Total 321 100.0 
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Which range is closest to your gross annual household income (including income from  
other family/household members)? (PRIVACY NOTICE: Your answer is anonymous  
and confidential) 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Under $10,000 25 7.8 

$10,000 - $15,000 22 6.9 

$15,001 - $20,000 21 6.5 

$20,001 - $25,000 32 10.0 

$25,001 - $30,000 24 7.5 

$30,001 - $35,000 19 5.9 

$35,001 - $40,000 23 7.2 

$40,001 - $45,000 15 4.7 

$45,001 - $50,000 16 5.0 

$50,001 - $55,000 20 6.2 

$55,001 - $60,000 11 3.4 

$60,001 - $65,000 14 4.4 

$65,001 - $75,000 16 5.0 

$75,001 - $85,000 15 4.7 

$85,001 - $100,000 14 4.4 

$100,001 - $125,000 8 2.5 

$125,001 - $150,000 5 1.6 

$150,001 - $200,000 6 1.9 

$200,001 - $300,000 1 0.3 

More than $300,000 2 0.6 

Prefer Not to Answer 12 3.7 

Total 321 *100.2 
  *Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 

 
 
 
 
What percentage of your income comes from your art? (not the household's income) 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Less than 10% 210 65.4 

10% - 25% 40 12.5 

26% - 50% 30 9.3 

51% - 75% 11 3.4 

76% - 100% 30 9.3 

Total 321 *99.9 

  *Does not equal 100.0% due to rounding 
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Which of the following best describes you? (We ask this question to assess how well we are 
reaching all sectors of the arts community) 
 

 Frequency Percent 

Native American/American Indian 14 4.4 

Black/African American 1 0.3 

Hispanic American/Latino/Chicano 7 2.2 

Asian American/Pacific Islander 2 0.6 

White/European American 275 85.7 

Multiracial/Multiethnic 13 4.0 

Other, please specify* 9 2.8 

Total 321 100.0 
 *Detailed free-text responses for those who selected this option are shown below. 
 

  
 
 
Which of the following best describes you?  
Other, please specify: 
 

 Frequency Percent 

American 2 0.6 

French Canadian Chippawa 1 0.3 

Middle Eastern 1 0.3 

Native American / German 1 0.3 

No answer 1 0.3 

Other 1 0.3 

Putty colored 1 0.3 

White American 1 0.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 




